
Van Buren County Board of Supervisors  

Keosauqua, IA  

June 27, 2022 – 9:02 AM 

 

 

The Van Buren County Board of Supervisors met on this date in the board of supervisors’ office 

at the courthouse with supervisors Richards, House, and Meek present.  Others present at various 

times during the meeting included Ann McBride, Ryne Thornburg, Richard Daugherty, Heather 

Johnson, Don Pool, Kelly Gerlach, and Lisa Plecker. 

 

Chairman Richards opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the minutes from the June 13, 2022, and June 21, 

2022, meetings were approved.  Ayes: 3 
 

Local health office manager Heather Johnson was present for discussion related to the salary  

rate for local health nurse Candy Wenke.  Following the discussion, on motion by House, 

seconded by Richards, and upon recommendation of the local health nurse administrator, the 

board approved a salary advancement for local health nurse, Candy Wenke, to $27.03/hr., 

effective June 27, 2022.  Ayes: 3 

 

County engineer Ryne Thornburg was present to give an update on various secondary roads 

matters including: 

• Action on a resolution to set a public hearing date for a multi-year lease on part of Block 

23 in the original town of North Bentonsport, Iowa; 

• Notification that the regrade of Spruce Ave has begun; and 

• Notification that mowing along the paved roads has begun. 

 

Discussion was held regarding a request that was made for the county to lease a portion of Block 

23 in the original town of North Bentonsport, Iowa, to the Bentonsport Improvement 

Association.  Following the discussion, on motion by Meek, seconded by House, and in 

accordance with Iowa Code Section 331.361, the board approved Resolution #06-27-2022A.  

[PLEASE NOTE: Following is a summary of the key points of the resolution.  Any 

interested party may request a copy of the full text of Resolution #06-27-2022A from the 

county auditor’s office between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM Monday thru Friday.] 

RESOLUTION #06-27-2022A 

RESOLUTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

Van Buren County Lease with Bentonsport Improvement Association  

for Part of Block 23 in Original Town of North Bentonsport, Iowa 

WHEREAS the Van Buren County Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing regarding a 

proposal to lease a part of Block 23 in the original town of North Bentonsport, Iowa, Township 

69 North, Range 9 West, for an initial term commencing as of July 1, 2022, and continuing until 

June 30, 2023, after which said lease shall automatically renew for successive terms of one (1) 

year, subject to rights of termination as provided in the lease, with said [summary of] lease 

reading as follows: 

THIS AGREEMENT, is made the day herein contained, by and between Van Buren 

County, Iowa, (“Lessor”) and Bentonsport Improvement Association (“Lessee”). 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS, Lessor is the owner of Block Twenty-Three in Original Town of North 

Bentonsport, Van Buren County, Iowa; and 

WHEREAS, Lessees desire to lease the real estate upon the terms and under the 

conditions set forth herein; 



NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration hereof, the parties do hereby agree as follows; 

ARTICLE I: LEASE PREMISES 

SECTION 1.1 Lease Premises. In consideration of the term, rent and provisions hereof,  

the Lessees shall have the right to maintain and use, for parking during Bentonsport events and 

possible installation of a flagpole and United States flag, all that part of Block 23 in the Original 

Town of North Bentonsport that lies North and East of Van Buren County Highway J40. 

ARTICLE II: TERM 

SECTION 2.1 Initial Term. The initial term of this Lease shall be for a period 

commencing as of July 1, 2022, hereof (“Commencement Date”) and continuing until June 30, 

2023. 

SECTION 2.2 Renewal Terms. This Lease shall automatically renew for successive 

terms of one (1) year upon and subject to the terms and provisions hereof. In the event that the 

Lessor or the Lessee does not wish to renew this Lease, they shall file written notice with the 

other party not less than ninety (90) days prior to the end of the then current term of their 

intention not to renew this Lease. 

ARTICLE III: RENT 

SECTION 3.1 Rent. The Lessees shall pay rent in the amount of $1.00/year through the 

initial term and any renewal terms of this Lease. 

ARTICLE IV: MAINTENANCE & ACCESS 

SECTION 4.1 Lessees’ Maintenance and Repair. Lessees shall be solely responsible for 

mowing the grass on the premises subject to this lease and shall bear all maintenance and repair 

costs and expenses related thereto.  Lessee shall also be solely responsible for installation of any 

flagpole and flag on the premises subject to this lease and shall bear all installation, maintenance, 

and repair costs and expenses related thereto. 

SECTION 4.2 Lessor’s Maintenance. Lessors shall keep and maintain the leased 

premises in such condition as to permit Lessees’ continued usage thereof as contemplated 

hereunder. 

SECTION 4.3 Access. Lessees’ rights hereunder shall not preclude Lessor from having 

access to the leased premises or granting other parties access to the leased premises for purposes 

of road maintenance, maintaining safe motorist line of sight clearance, and installation 

maintenance and repair of utilities. 

ARTICLE V: LIABILITY/INSURANCE 

SECTION 5.1 Lessee shall provide general liability insurance in an aggregate amount of 

TBD dollars and name Van Buren County as an additional insured on the policy or policies. 

Lessees may satisfy this requirement by obtaining appropriate endorsements to any master policy 

of liability insurance they maintain. 

ARTICLE IX: TERMINATION 

SECTION 9.1 Termination Period. This agreement may be terminated upon the mutual 

agreement of the parties hereto at any time. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the public hearing will be held in the board of  

supervisors’ office, 406 Dodge Street, Keosauqua, Iowa, at 9:05 AM on Monday, July 11, 2022, 

in accordance with Iowa Code Section 331.361. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House – Aye, Meek – Aye  

PASSED AND APPROVED this 27th day of June 2022. 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the chairman was authorized to sign an asset purchase 

agreement and execute any documents necessary to transfer ownership of Center Village care 

facility, the 7 acres, more or less, as described in the survey recorded as Document #2022-407 in 

the Van Buren County Recorder’s office, and all fixtures, furniture, and equipment located in or 

attached to the care facility and integral to the operation of said care facility, to First Resources 

Corporation, Ottumwa, Iowa.  Ayes: 3 



County auditor Lisa Plecker was present for discussion related to an Order given by the District 

Court of Van Buren County, Iowa, during its proceedings on January 27, 1920, which declared 

that the plat of the town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa, be vacated.  It was 

further ordered that “the streets and alleys [of Business Corners] be…hereby vacated and that 

they revert to the adjoining owners according to their respective interests, and henceforth said 

land to be taxed as acreage property.”  Upon review of the county auditor’s transfer books, 

entries made following the 1920 Order reveal that not all the vacated streets and alleys were 

conveyed by the respective owners, and thus have not been assessed on the property tax roll as  

was directed by the district court.  On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the board authorized 

the chairman to execute the following quit claim deeds and record the same at the county’s 

expense so that the property can be added to the tax roll.  Ayes: 3 

To: Ralph Leo Caves: The following real estate is in Section 24, Township 70 North, Range 11 

West, Van Buren County, Iowa. “The alley lying between Lots 1 and 2 and Lots 7 and 8 in 

Block 2 in the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.  The East Half 

of the alley in Block 2 lying between the South ROW of IA Highway 16 and the North 

ROW of Clark Street in the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.  

All of Mulberry Street lying between the South ROW of IA Highway 16 and the North 

ROW of Clark Street in the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.  

All of Clark Street lying between the extended centerline of the alley in Block 2 and the 

East ROW of the Public Road on the East side of the vacated town of Business Corners, 

Van Buren County, Iowa.  All of the Public Road on the East side Business Corners lying 

between the South ROW of IA Highway 16 and the North ROW of Clark Street of the 

vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.  All of the alleys in Block 1 in 

the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.” 

To: Zion Bible Church:  The following real estate is in Section 24, Township 70 North, Range 11 

West, Van Buren County, Iowa. “The alley lying between Lots 3 and 4 and Lots 5 and 6 in 

Block 2 in the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.  The West Half 

of the alley in Block 2 lying between the South ROW of IA Highway 16 and the North 

ROW of Clark Street in the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.  

The alleys in Block 3 in the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.  

All of Elm Street lying between the South ROW of IA Highway 16 and the North ROW of 

Clark Street in the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.  Clark 

Street lying between the extended West line of Lot 4 in Block 3 and the extended centerline 

of the alley in Block 2 in the vacated town of Business Corners, Van Buren County, Iowa.” 

 

Discussion was held related to vacating a portion of Washington Street, both alleys running 

through Block 4, and a portion of both alleys running through Block 5 in the platted 

unincorporated town of Leando, formally known as Portland, Van Buren County, Iowa.  On  

motion by Meek, seconded by House, the board approved Resolution #06-27-2022B, which 

reads as follows: 

Resolution #06-27-2022B 
A Resolution for Public Hearing on a 

Road Vacation and Sale of Vacated Road Right-of-Way 
WHEREAS, signed Letters of Intent from John and Nancy Morrissey, Sarah (Wells) Tedrow, 

Randy Hemm, Jr., Amanda Hemm, and Christ United Methodist Church have been received by 

the Van Buren County Auditor’s office, and 

WHEREAS, a request is hereby made that the Board of Supervisors take formal action to close 

and vacate portions of the platted streets and alleys in the unincorporated town of Leando,  



formally known as Portland, Iowa, and then subsequently sell said vacated road rights-of-way to 

the previously identified adjoining titleholders.  The legal descriptions for the road rights-of-way 

are as follows: 

To be conveyed to John A. Morrissey & Nancy Lynn Morrissey: 

The North Half of the alley that adjoins Lots 1 & 2 of Block 4 in the unincorporated town 

of Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  The West Half of the alley that adjoins the East 

side of Lot 2 of Block 4 in the unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  

Subject to easements of record. 

To be conveyed to Sarah Wells: 

All of Washington Street between Front Street and the extension of the centerline of the 

alleys in Blocks 4 and 5 in the unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  

The East Half of the alley that adjoins the West side of Lot 3 of Block 4 in the 

unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  The North Half of the 

Southwesterly alley that adjoins Lots 3 & 4 of Block 4 in the unincorporated town of 

Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  The North Half of the Southwesterly alley that 

adjoins Lots 1 & 2 of Block 5 in the unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren County, 

Iowa.  The West Half of the alley that adjoins the East side of Lot 2 of Block 5 in the 

unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  Subject to easements of 

record. 

To be conveyed to Randy V. Hemm, Jr. and Amanda L. Hemm: 

The East Half of the alley that adjoins the West side of Lot 3 of Block 5 in the 

unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  The North Half of the 

Southwesterly alley that adjoins Lots 3 & 4 of Block 5 in the unincorporated town of 

Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  Subject to easements of record. 

To be conveyed to Christ United Methodist Church: 

The West Half of Washington Street lying between Main Street and the extension of the 

centerline of the alley in Block 4 in the unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren 

County, Iowa.  The South Half of the alley running through Block 4, adjoining Lots 5, 6, 

7, & 8, in the unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren County, Iowa.  The alley 

between Lots 6 and 7 of Block 4 in the unincorporated town of Leando, Van Buren 

County, Iowa.  Subject to easements of record. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that a hearing on the proposed vacation and 

subsequent sale will be held in the Board of Supervisors’ office, Van Buren County Courthouse,  

Keosauqua, Iowa 52565, at 9:05 AM on Monday, July 25, 2022, in accordance with Iowa Code 

Chapter 354. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House - Aye, Meek - Aye 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 27th day of June 2022. 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, a renewal Class C Beer/Class B Native Wine permit 

for Moore’s Grocery, Douds, was approved.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, a request for a 5-day Class B Beer permit, with 

outdoor service and Sunday sales, for the Van Buren County Agricultural Association was 

approved.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the county auditor was authorized to make the 

following transfer of funds:  Fund 11 (Rural Services) to Fund 20 (Secondary Roads) - 

$261,130.00 (4th quarter tax levied funds).  Ayes: 3 

 



On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the following payroll/claims were approved: Payroll - 

#34185-34266; Handwritten Claim – #6026, Claims – #6027-6122 (Secondary Roads - #28556-

28576).  Ayes: 3 

 

Discussion was held about fencing, putting up a sign, and doing grounds maintenance at the 

cemetery located on the County Farm (a.k.a. “Pauper’s Ground” or County Farm Cemetery).  

The discussion was tabled for a future meeting so that additional information about the cemetery 

could be gathered. 

 

Discussion was held regarding the insurance premium that the county pays to Heartland 

Insurance Risk Pool (HIRP) for the cannons sitting in GAR Park.  The cannons are on display in 

the park via a “Conditional Deed of Gift – Combat Materiel for Static Display”, an agreement 

completed in 2017 which was required for each cannon by the Department of the Army.  

Chairman Richards questioned why the county is paying insurance premiums for property owned 

by the federal government since the cannons would be irreplaceable if stolen.  Supervisor Meek 

stated that he would research why the county began paying for insurance on the items. 

 

Discussion was held regarding the Navigator Heartland Greenway, LLC, carbon capture 

pipeline, and whether the board of supervisors should pass an ordinance stating opposition to the 

pipeline coming thru Van Buren County.  Concerns expressed by the board included safety risks 

to county residents due to the extreme pressure that must be maintained to keep the CO2 in the 

necessary state to go thru the pipeline, and the pipeline company’s proposal to use eminent 

domain to obtain the ground needed for placement of the pipeline.  Chairman Richards stated 

that he would work towards crafting an ordinance to bring to a future meeting. 

 

The board acknowledged that the county had received a 1-year Manure Management Plan 

(MMP) update for the following hog facility: Iowa Ag Investments, LLC (Iowa Ag Investments 

Site #1 - Facility #71752). 

 

Board members reported on various committee meetings including 10-15 Transit, REDI, and 

SIACC. 

 

Supervisor Meek stated that he would be meeting at 1:00 PM with Susan Woodford, First 

Resources Corporation, at the Center Village care facility to do a final walk through before the 

property is transferred on June 30, 2022.  Richards and House both stated that they would not 

join Meek for the walk through. 

 

County conservation director Richard Daugherty was present to notify the board that Chloe 

Proffitt, Crawfordsville, has been hired to be the conservation naturalist/field staff.  Proffitt will 

begin employment with the conservation department on July 5, 2022, at a starting wage of 

$19.68/hr.  She will transition to a salaried employee on August 15, 2022, with her FY2023 

salary set at $40,933.00.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:39 AM. 

 

      

Alex Richards, Chairman 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Attest:   Lisa Plecker, County Auditor 

      

Van Buren County Board of Supervisors 


